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Regional Characteristics of Residential Movement
and Commuting in Koga City

Kazufumi FUJITA, Taeko SHINTO, Tomohiko UEZU, Mitsutaka NAKAMURA,
Takaaki NIHEI and Jae-Hack AHN

Keywords: commuting, housing, residential movement, housing land development, Koga city

This study examines the regional characteristics of housing and commuting in Koga city, which is located
in the west end of Ibaraki prefecture. The summary is remarked as follows.

(1) The main workplaces outside of the city were located in Tokyo metropolitan area from the 1950s to
the early 1970s. The destinations changed to Tokyo, Ibaraki, Saitama and Tochigi prefectures in the late 1970s
and 1980s. In those days, many houses were built in the southern part of the city by the residents moved from
Tokyo. Some of them changed from former workplace to those of located in the western part of Ibaraki
prefecture.

(2) According to decentralization and localization were progressed after the 1990s in the Kanto region,
the western part of Ibaraki prefecture became the main workplaces for the residents. Consequently
commuting flow to outside of the city changed from “southward” to “eastward and southward.”

(3) Some people who work in Ibaraki prefecture want to have a detached house, and the others who
regard the accessibility to large cities tend to stay near to Koga station. The tendency is symbolized by
impressiue landscapes of housing, i. e., the new housing developments in the southern part of the city and the
high-rise apartment buildings in the old built-up area.

(4) A considerable number of the transfers were born in Koga city, and got their first job in the southern
part of the Kanto region. They came back to the city at the occasion of life-events such as job-changes,

construction of houses, birth of children, and began to live near to their parents.
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